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JAPAN FORMALLY DECLARES
OBJECTION TO SERVICE BY MAIL UNDER

HAGUE CONVENTION

the

Convention of 15 November 1965 on the Service

Japan has been a contracting state under

Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil
or Commercial Matters (“Hague Convention®) since
1970, but had never formally declared any objection to
Article 10(a), which provides that, unless a contracting
state objects, the convention shall not interfere with the
freedom to send judicial documents by postal channels
directly to persons abroad. Therefore, it had until
recently been disputed as to whether direct service of
judicial documents by mail to Japan is allowed because
Japan had not declared such an objection to this
provision.

Finally, however, in December 2018, Japan formally
declared a formal objection to this provision. Therefore,
going forward, it is clear that, unless another treaty
applies, judicial documents being sent to Japan from a
contracting state under the Hague Convention must be
served through the Central Authority (Ministry of Foreign
Affairs) of Japan, and may not be served directly upon

the other party.
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